FLORETS
Twin City Gawden Cll>-
December 2024

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Holiday Luncheon

Tuesday, December 17, 2024 at 12 noon
Fellowship Hall
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 2101 S. Prospect, Champaign

+ Protein and dessert will be provided.
+ Please bring a hot or cold side dish to share.

4+ Please bring a wrapped gift (value at $20) if you want to participate in the Yankee Gift Exchange.

Plus: BINGO!

IN THE GARDEN: WITH EVERGREENS

Often serving as background in the growing months of spring and summer, evergreens take more
prominence now, in the colorless, bleak days of winter. Having chosen the option of letting all plants go
to seed and stand without trimming, we may find the brown garden a bit underwhelming and forlorn.
Though for 2025, the “color of the year” is Mocha Mousse, “a warm, rich brown” — may be a good choice
for clothing, but perhaps not so comforting for our gardens.

During warmer Decembers, there may be new growth of perennial mums, ground-hugging leaves of
brown-eyed susans, hardy lemon balm, lungwort, and some grasses. With this unseasonably cold

December though, only a few groundcovers such as the lamium and spurge are = il
the only green left, along with some creeping ivy. But then even brighter spots of
green are apparent — though not in my garden, but my neighbors —in the form of
arborvitae and yews. These are the more manageable types of evergreens for

those with limited space, as they are in the category of being shrubs. Additional _
shrubs in the neighborhood include boxwoods, golden mops, and holly —all green ¥4 bk,
to help minimize the drear. Go/c}lmop Cyp,esg




A bit of truism though, very few evergreens are native to central lllinois. Those that are listed fall into the
category of trees (conifers) such as pines (Jack, shortleaf, white, and red) and two cedars (Eastern red
and Northern white). There may be some dwarf hybrids of these, but the native form can be expected to
be quite tall (30-60 ft or more). There are plenty of shrubs that are native and do give red and golden
color in autumn, however none of these are evergreen.

Even though evergreens do favor colder climes and dryer soils, more than a few shrubs from Asia and
Europe have easily adapted to central lllinois and grow well without becoming invasive. Growers have
also developed cultivars that are shorter and more compact forms of the native evergreen trees. Do
note, as anyone whose garden does have shrubs — to keep those from becoming gangly and overgrown,
good pruning is required.

Looking to add some greenery? Searching online for sources of evergreen shrubs will highlight a good
variety of choices. Caveats — do read the descriptions carefully — the images always show the shrub as
green; however, some do declare the color changes that will occur as the seasons pass from spring to
winter, which may not necessarily rule out a choice if the color does not stay true green in the winter
months. There might be some needle loss, but nothing significant and will return to green in the spring.
Many garden centers do carry shrubs from wholesalers such as Jackson & Perkins, Proven Winners and
Monrovia. A better choice are local nurseries, such as Country Arbors, which does have an online
product catalog for browsing that incudes images and some details on growth habits.

Not only are evergreens visually pleasing, they also serve as good habitat for
overwintering birds who find shelter from the cold, snow and predators. Have
often seen juncos and tree sparrows as well as cardinals emerge from my
neighbor’s backyard arborvitaes on fair weather days and also return again to
safety when the neighborhood hawk comes hunting.
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Male cooper’s hawk

Which is more remarkable? That plants can retain their chlorophyll under extremely cold conditions or
that plants can regenerate it after a long cold winter. Of note is the development of plant life that started
with gymnosperms which include the evergreens long before the angiosperms that include the
deciduous plants. Both evergreens and deciduous plants though do depend on chlorophyll as the main
initiator of photosynthesis. This may be a long story and will be saved for a future newsletter.



